I am writing to you about an important issue which is time sensitive. 
This coming September, trawlers will enter the many bays and inlets around Ireland to catch sprat. Sprat, being a key forage fish in the food chain, is a vital source of food for many marine species including commercially and non-commercially caught fish species, seabirds, and cetaceans such as whales, dolphins and porpoises. Sprat, as I’m sure you are aware, is a non-quota species, so there is no limit to how much can be caught in any given year. 
Sprat gather in large numbers in our coastal waters between September and February to spawn. This makes them especially vulnerable to indiscriminate trawling by large trawlers in our shallow bays and inlets, especially pair-trawling which is particularly devastating to the species as they spawn, and in turn, the species that prey on them. 
The Sea Fishery Protection Agency (SFPA) estimates that close to 17,000 tons of sprat was caught in 2024 by 30 vessels. The SFPA estimate that less than 2% of this was for human consumption, and most of the sprat was caught for the salmon farm feed industry. 
Unfortunately, there is very little scientific data as to how large the sprat stock is. In other words, we have no idea how much sprat can be caught before we begin to see the species seriously depleted. There are many fishermen, anglers, seabird watchers, whale & dolphin watchers, and others, that believe that the current sprat fishery is completely unsustainable, and if continued will lead to the complete collapse of the species. This will have a major knock-on effect on many other marine species. 
The International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) is an international scientific body which advises what the quota levels for all commercially and industrially caught fish should be.  For the years 2024/25, they recommended a limit for sprat catch in Irish waters of 2,240 tons; for 2026/27 they reduced it to 1790 tons (roughly a tenth of what was reportedly caught in 2024). This advice was informed using data gathered from herring surveys. It is argued by commercial fishermen involved in sprat fishing that these studies are not comprehensive enough and should therefore be ignored.
I am calling for a complete moratorium on all sprat fishing until such time as a complete scientific study can be done to estimate how much sprat can be caught in a long-term sustainable way. The current fishing model for sprat seems to be to catch as much as possible before the re-enactment of regulatory restrictions. This race to the bottom serves neither the Irish fishing industry nor the many coastal communities greatly affected.
I therefore ask you to do everything you can to bring about the following:
Immediately
· A complete moratorium nationally on sprat fishing in Irish coastal waters
· No grace period to introduce this moratorium
· No sprat fishing in Bantry Bay when spawning season 2025 begins
Longer term
· No industrial fishing / commercial trawling in Bantry Bay and other bays nationally
Yours sincerely,

